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much straitened for room, there being a very great appearance of Parliament men. His Majesty's -speech to both Houses was very gracious, endeavouring to heal all differences and to remove all jealousies as to religion, &c., and offering all ways or means to secure the Protestant religion except that which former Parliaments had so much driven at, viz. the utter exclusion of his brother from the name and power of a king. The first thing that was debated was, whether or no, notwithstanding what the King had said to them, a Bill of Exclusion should be framed and brought in. It was voted that the security of his Majesty's person, and of the Protestant religion, should be taken into consideration the 26th instant.
In the meantime, there was not much passed of moment, only the impeachment was ordered to be prepared against Mr. Fitzharris. The occasion of it was not to hang him, but to preserve him, and the reason of it this:—This Mr. Eitzharris had been a witness for the Popish Plot, but before that had been taken framing a very scandalous libel against the King and the Government, set on, as was reported at Court, by some of the Duke of Monmouta's party, for the which he was committed in order to his trial. But the zealous part of the Commons pretending or suspecting it was an artifice of the Court to prevent his further evidence in the plot, impeached him only to keep off his trial at the common law in case that a dissolution or prorogation should happen ; for when the Supreme Court is possessed of a cause, civil or criminal, it supersedes all proceedings of inferior ones in that particular.
The chief argument used for the bringing in the Bill of Exclusion in that debate was' this — that nothing could effectually secure us against popery but that. Now for the better understanding the rest of the reasons, it is necessary to know that it was universally agreed by the